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DAILY PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

42ND SESSION 

OF THE 

WISCONSIN ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
HELD IN WISCONSIN DELLS, WISCONSIN 

JUNE 12-15, 2011 

Sunday Afternoon, June 12, 2011 

Clergy Session 

Clergy members of the Wisconsin Conference gathered in the Grand Ballroom of the 

Chula Vista Resort in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 12, 2011 

for the Clergy Session of the conference.  The minutes of the Clergy Session are printed 

at the conclusion of these Daily Proceedings. 

Laity Session 

[Editor’s Note:  This report of the Laity Session was prepared by Dorthy Radley, 

Conference Lay Leader, and Deanna Shimko Associate, Conference Lay Leader.] 

The Conference Board of Laity offered two opportunities to attend the Annual 

Conference 101, which is a training for first time attendees to Annual Conference or for 

those who want a refresher course on the organization and operation of the Annual 

Conference.  These trainings were offered, one before and one after the Sunday 

afternoon, June 12, Laity Session, to give opportunity to both clergy and laity to attend 

and for those who were not able to attend the May 21 Pre-Conference meetings.  

The youth praise band “Sanctify” from New Hope United Methodist Church in DePere 

opened our session with music some familiar songs and some original music written by 

the band. The music filled the air, our hearts and souls with the spirit of God.   

Bishop Linda Lee opened our session by greeting and welcoming the laity to the 2011 

Annual Conference. This is the first time a Bishop has addressed Laity Session!  What a 

gift she brought to give us another opportunity to be reminded to be OPEN to how the 

spirit would move us through the work before us with the Election of General and 

Jurisdictional delegates. Bishop Lee called for the spirit to be among us and flow through 

us. 

 Conference Lay Leader, Dorthy Radley continued the session with welcoming all to the 

2011 Laity Session, scripture reading and prayer.   

The General and Jurisdictional candidates introduced themselves to the laity, either in 

person or by pre-recorded video and shared the answer to one of two questions.  The 
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questions the candidates were asked to choose from are: 1.)  What gifts and graces will 

you bring so that ALL in the Wisconsin Annual Conference will be represented at 

General and Jurisdictional Conferences?  2.)  What will you do as an ambassador and 

faithful steward to bring forth the Wisconsin Annual Conference vision and priorities to 

the General and Jurisdictional Conferences? Thirteen candidates addressed the laity 

session in person and two videos were viewed. Each candidate had up to two minutes to 

address the session.  

Curtis Wittwer, Faith Alive! Dean, August Grulich, President of the United Methodist 

Men, Judy Vasby, President of the United Methodist Women, Ron Vinger, leader for the 

Walk to Emmaus, and Diane Schobert participante in the Catalyst process, shared 

information regarding each of these opportunities that are offered in our conference. 

All of the members of the Conference Board of Laity were introduced to the session.  

 “Sanctify” continued to fill the air with wonderful music throughout our Laity Session 

and  played as we gathered in the plenary area by regions, where laity were able to meet 

with the District Leaders.  

The emphasis was on education and training available for laity and church members and 

what opportunities there are to connect and build relationships today, throughout this 

conference, and into the future.  Other education, faith building and training are available 

through Faith Alive!, Lay Servant Ministry classes, Walk to Emmaus and what potential 

impact each opportunity might bring to participants and the greater community.  A 

schedule of events and trainings was available.  

Discussion was led by the district leaders asking questions such as what other training is 

needed in our churches? How do you need to be equipped and what topics are essential?  

How are laity benefitting from circuit connections?  Participants were invited to discuss 

these questions with three or four other people near them.  All were encouraged to 

continue the conversation and connections that were made throughout the conference.   

All were invited to stop by the Conference Board of Laity Booth for additional 

support/resources/connection and information.  

 

Sunday Evening, June 12, 2011 

Ordination Service 

Members and friends of the Wisconsin Annual Conference gathered in the worship area, 

which was located at the south end of the Wisconsin Dells Center, at 7:30 p.m. for the 

Service of Ordination of Elders. 

The service began with an “Act of Congregational Centering” using a Traditional Lakota 

Tribe Prayer, followed by the processional hymn, “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.”  

Bishop Linda Lee called the 42nd Session of the Wisconsin Annual Conference to order, 

and offered words of greeting and prayer.  Assisted by Rev. Stephen Polster, she invited 

all those present to reaffirm the call to ministry that is inherent in our Christian baptism. 
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Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, read the scripture lesson from Luke 10:25-28. 

Bishop Lee welcomed Bishop Kwon and Bishop Park from the Dong Bu Conference of 

the Korean Methodist Church.  She introduced Bishop Bruce Burnside, Bishop of the 

South Central Synod of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Church, who preached a 

tremendously powerful sermon reminding all of us that we are called to love 

unconditionally, regardless of the circumstances in which we find ourselves, and that it is 

our task to give voice to God’s love in the world. 

The congregation joined in the Ecumenical Version of The Apostles’ Creed.  Grace 

Cajiuat led the congregation in singing Kanisa Litajengua (O, Who Will Build the Church 

Now?) 

Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, and Richard Strait, Chairperson of the Board of 

Ordained Ministry, presented the following persons to be ordained Elder and received 

into full membership in the Wisconsin Annual Conference: 

 Listowel Ayensu-Mensah  

 George William Beaton  

 Timothy Bruce Berlew 

 Claudia June Deede  

 Kevin Anthony Dembinski 

 Patrick W. Schultz  

 Wendy S. Slaback 

Bishop Lee asked for the assent of the gathered congregation for the ordination of these 

persons and their reception into full membership.  It was given joyfully!   

Bishop Lee explained the meaning of ordination to the congregation, and asked the 

candidates for ordination the questions prescribed by The Book of Discipline of The 

United Methodist Church. They all answered the questions appropriately.  

Bishop Lee, assisted by Bishop Kwon, Bishop Park, Bishop Burnside, Conference Lay 

Leader Dorthy Radley, the District Superintendents, and other ordained deacons and 

elders, ordained Listowel Ayensu-Mensah, George William Beaton, Timothy Bruce 

Berlew, Claudia June Deede, Kevin Anthony Dembinski, Patrick W. Schultz and Wendy 

S. Slaback as elders in The United Methodist Church, with the laying on of hands and 

prayer. 

An offering was taken to support the Clergy in Transition Fund and the Dong Bu 

Conference of the Korean Methodist Church.  During the offering choir members from 

the ordinands’ parishes sang “For Everyone Born.” 

Bishop Lee celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  The newly ordained elders 

served communion to the gathered congregation.  During the distribution of the elements, 

the Korean Ministers’ Wives Choir sang “I’ve Got Peace Like A River.” 

The recessional hymn was “Ye Servants of God.”  

Following the ordination service, the congregation greeted the newly ordained elders. 

Music leadership for the service was provided by Rev. Justin Elliott Lowe, Organist, Rev. 

Grace Cajiuat, Annual Conference Worship Chair and Music Leader, and members of the 
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Quartzite Brass: James Jackson, trumpet; Robert Spargo, trumpet; Rebecca Schroeder, 

horn; Gerald Stitch, trombone; and David Spees, tuba. 

The stoles presented to the ordinands during the service were made by Pleh Meh and 

Pray Meh, refugees from Burma who are sponsored by the Burlington United Methodist 

Church. 

Members of the cabinet participating in the service were: Rev. Stephen J. Polster, Rev. 

Ann Spindt Henschel, Rev. Jorge Mayorga Solis, Rev. Gordon Lind, and Rev. Sam 

Royappa.   Members of the Board of Laity served as ushers for the service. 

 

Monday Morning, June 13, 2011 
Members of the conference gathered in the plenary area, which was located in the north 

end of the Wisconsin Dells Center, on Monday morning, June 13, 2011.  The morning’s 

business began with the singing of “This is the Day,” led by Bob Butler, Director of 

Music Ministries at First United Methodist Church in Appleton. 

Bishop Linda Lee called the plenary session to order at 9:15 a.m.  She welcomed 

everyone to this 42
nd

 Regular Session of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, and called 

upon Kevin Rice Myers, Conference Secretary, to lead the conference through the 

organizational items. 

Rice Myers announced that the Roll Call for this session of the Annual Conference was 

being taken at the time of registration. 

He noted that “the bar of the conference” is the official seating area where members 

must be when voting on actions that come before the Annual Conference.  He moved: 

“that the Bar of this Conference now be established to include all of the tables 

on the floor of the Wisconsin Dells Center that are within the low blue “pipe and 

drape” curtains, the platform at the front of the Room, and the Conference 

Secretary’s tables to my right.” 

The motion to set the bar of the conference was approved. 

He then moved that the following persons be given the privilege of sitting in the bar of 

the conference WITH VOICE: 

 All clergy members from other annual conferences or denominations who are 

serving United Methodist churches or ministries in the Wisconsin Conference. 

 Conference Speakers 

 Our guests from the Dong Bu Conference of the Korean Methodist Church and 

the East Angola Conference of The United Methodist Church 

 Representative from various general church agencies and programs, United 

Methodist colleges and seminaries, and The United Methodist Publishing 

House, who have come to make presentations on behalf of their agency or 

institution 
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 Guests who will be making presentations or receiving recognitions throughout 

the conference. 

 Vice-chairpersons and other members of conference boards and agencies who 

are not members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, but who are present to 

facilitate presentations made by those boards and agencies or to provide 

information to the annual conference related to the work of the boards and 

agencies. 

 Michele Virnig, Conference Communications Director 

He noted that our conference rules provide that the lay directors and coordinators on the 

conference staff who fall within the guidelines of The Book of Discipline are voting 

members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference.  Michele Virnig, our Communications 

Director, does not fall within those guidelines, and therefore, although we employ her, we 

must give her permission to sit within the bar. 

The motion was approved. 

Rice Myers moved that the following persons to be given the privilege of sitting in the 

bar of the Conference WITHOUT VOICE OR VOTE: 

 Episcopal Administrative Assistant: Cindy Churan 

 Regional Office Administrators: Bonita Smith, Barb Ridgely, Barb Franken 

 Conference Registrars: Karen Lamoree and Diane Williams 

 Conference Computer Support Specialist: Pat Faulkner  

 Conference Communications Assistant: Kaitlin Hilbo 

 Service Department Manager: Katie Hoeppner 

 Conference Archivist: Lynn Lubkemann 

 Barbara Dick, who is assisting the secretarial staff 

 Program and Arrangements Committee members who are not conference 

members 

 Members of the Commission on Religion and Race and the Commission on 

Status and Role of Women, who are present for the purpose of monitoring 

 Video and audio technicians 

 Seminary students related to the Wisconsin Conference who are certified 

candidates for ministry 

 Supply pastors who are serving churches in the Wisconsin Conference 

He noted that Sherry Malone, Regional Office Administrator for the Capital/Coulee 

Region, has been elected as a voting lay member of the Annual Conference by her local 

congregation. 

The motion was approved. 

He then moved that the following persons be elected as Tellers and Assistant 

Secretaries for this session of the annual conference: 

Tellers – Team 1 

• Craig Conklin 

• Mary Anne Conklin 
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• Lynn Schreck 

• Darlene Reichman 

• Freddie Kirk 

• Tammy Clausen 

• Jo Bierer 

• Mike Weaver 

• Lisa Weaver 

• Mary Beth Scow 

• Gail Mitchell 

• Mary Lu Palmer 

• Steve Miller 

• Mary Dorenbush 

• Mike Christensen 

Tellers – Team 2 

• Dan Dougherty 

• John Hazen 

• Cathy Hamblin 

• Mary Ann Floerke 

• Tom Cook 

• Cindy Glocke 

• Susan Olson 

• Michael Adedokun 

• Joyce Rich 

• Eileen Kuehnl 

• Jeanne Jones 

• Bruce Schroeder 

• Don Gribble 

• Anita Genrich 

• Alternate: Lynn Scott 

Secretarial Team 

• Cindy Churan 

• Barbara Dick 

• Bill Dow 

• Dale Eggert 

• Janet Hartzel 

• John Hurd 

• Ron Kral 

• Sherry Malone 

• Marjorie Rice Myers 

• Jean Ehnert Nicholas 

• Carolyn Saunders 

• Ray Walker 

The motion to elect tellers and assistant secretaries was approved. 
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Rice Myers noted that there are two “Revised Action Items” and two “Additional Action 

Items” that were distributed in the packet of materials conference members received 

when they iregistered at the site of the annual conference.  The two revised action Items 

replace Action Items 5 and 22 that were printed in the Pre-Conference Workbook.  

Action Items 25 and 26 were received after the workbook was printed.  He also noted that 

the list of Action Items on the Proposed Consent Agenda is included in the packet. 

He noted that there is an additional resolution proposing an amendment to current Policy 

60.0.0, related to “Mold Identification and Remediation in Parsonages.” This resolution 

will be distributed to the tables prior to the time that the conference may be considering 

it. Because this resolution was received less than 10 days prior to the Annual Conference 

Session, the rules must be suspended in order to allow distribution of the resolution for 

consideration. 

He moved “that Conference Rule 2.3.4. be suspended in order to allow the distribution of 

this late resolution.” 

The motion to suspend Conference Rule 2.3.4 was approved. 

The secretary shared several other items of information and announcements. 

Bishop Lee announced that the following persons will serve as the Implications 

Committee for this Annual Conference Session: 

Mark Geisthardt, Sam Royappa, Lisa King, Diane Odeen, Dorthy Radley, 

Lawrence McGuinn, and Ben Chojnacki. 

According to Conference Rule 3.3.3 the Implications Committee must consider and 

report upon the implications of any motion that would change the proposed budget by 

more than $10,000 before the motion can be considered. 

Bishop Lee introduced those seated on the platform with her: Steve Polster, Clergy 

Assistant to the Bishop, Bill White, Conference Chancellor, and Kevin Rice Myers, 

Conference Secretary. 

Dan Dick, Director of Connectional Ministries, presented the Proposed Agenda for this 

Annual Conference Session, noting that an agenda is always a work in progress, and that 

changes to the schedule may be necessary during the course of the Annual Conference 

session.  The Proposed Agenda was accepted as presented. 

He noted that Action Items 20 and 21, related to the closing of two congregations, are 

being withdrawn from consideration at this Annual Conference session.  Those churches 

will be merging with other congregations rather than closing. 

He presented the Proposed Consent Agenda which includes the following action items: 

• Action Item 1: Local Church Camping Coordinator 

• Action Item 2: Camp and Retreat Emphasis Sunday 

• Action Item 3: New Camp Participants 

• Action Item 4: United Methodist Women’s Sunday 

• Action Item 5: United Methodist Youth Sunday 

• Action Item 6: Designation of Earnings from the “New Ministries Fund” 

• Action Item 7: Resolution Relating to Rental/Housing Allowances for Retired or 

Disabled Clergypersons of the Wisconsin Conference 
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• Action Item 8: Resolution on 2011 Formal Funding Plan for Pre-1982 Pension 

Liability 

• Action Item 9: Resolution on 2011 Formal Funding Plan for Retiree Medical 

Benefits 

The Proposed Consent Agenda was approved as presented. 

Mark Geisthardt, Chairperson of the Conference Council on Finance and Administration, 

and Lisa King, Conference Treasurer, presented the report of the Council on the financial 

results for 2010.  They thanked those churches that paid their 2010 apportionments in 

full, and those churches that increased their 2010 apportionment payment percentage 

compared to 2009. 

Giesthardt shared information about how the Conference budget is prepared for 

presentation to the Annual Conference.  He noted that the Wisconsin Conference has a 

long tradition of paying its General Church Apportionments (GCA) in full.  However, 

that has come at the expense of our own annual conference ministries, which have had to 

be cut back in order to do this.  He reported that the leaders of conference agencies, 

conference staff, and the Council on Finance and Administration are recommending that 

for the remainder of 2011 and all of 2012 that the Wisconsin Conference pay its General 

Church Apportionments at a rate equal to the percentage of apportionments paid by the 

local churches, but no less than 82 percent of the General Church Apportionments.  In 

order to do that, it will be necessary to suspend Conference Policy 10.3.0, which directs 

the Conference Treasurer to pay General Conference Apportionments in twelve monthly 

installments of equal amount on or about the last day of the month. 

Geisthardt moved that Conference Policy 10.3.0 be suspended for the remainder of 2011 

and all of 2012. 

Following discussion, Bishop Lee tabled the motion until further information regarding 

Judicial Council decisions related to General Church Apportionments and Conference 

budgeting for them can be gathered. 

There are two specific questions to be answered: 

 Is there a Judicial Council ruling that affects ability to vote on motion? 

 What would be the impact of paying less than 100 % of General Church 

Apportionments on the whole picture of the strategic plan? 

Geisthardt noted that, in order to consider the 2012 Proposed Budget, Conference Policy 

10.4.1, which limits the percentage increase in the budget presented to the Annual 

Conference by the Council to the percentage increase in the Conference total of local 

church expenses for the previous year, must be suspended. 

Geisthardt moved to suspend Conference Policy 10.4.1.  The motion was approved.  

Geisthardt then presented the proposed 2012 Conference Budget.  He highlighted a 

number of minor changes to 2012 Proposed Budget that was printed in the Pre-

Conference Workbook.  The 2012 Proposed Budget represents a 0.85% decrease in gross 

apportionments compared to 2011.  The budget will be considered and acted upon during 

the final plenary session on Wednesday afternoon. 
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Stan Pegram, Chairperson of the Generosity Task Force, spoke about a number of 

stewardship education opportunities that will be available in the summer and fall of 2011. 

Jeremy Deaner, a member of the “Q Group,” presented a “What If?” moment.  He posed 

the question “What if today was your last day?” The members of the conference watched 

a video that encouraged people to ponder the question:  “If today was your last day, how 

would you live for God and make a difference?” 

Kevin Rice Myers, Conference Secretary, presented the Procedures for Electing 

Delegates to the 2012 General and Jurisdictional Conference.  He moved the adoption 

of Revised Action Item 22.  

Kerry Wilson moved to amend Revised Action Item 22 by reinstating the sentence 

“Only those candidates who received 10 or more votes on a prior ballot shall be eligible 

for election as reserve delegates.” which was deleted in Revised Action Item 22.  The 

motion to amend was approved. 

Revised Action Item 22 was approved as amended. 

The Secretary gave instructions for completing the ballot forms. 

Tim Berlew, Conference Worship Coordinator, led the conference in a time of centering 

prior to casting the first ballot, inviting the conference to sing “Bind Us Together.” 

General Conference Ballot 1 was taken at this time. Clergy and Laity voted for 3 

candidates for election as delegates to General Conference. Teller Team 1 collected the 

clergy ballots.  Teller Team 2 collected the laity Ballots. 

Following the collection of the ballots, Bishop Lee invited the conference to take a short 

“stand-up break.” 

At the conclusion of the break, Conference Worship Coordinator Tim Berlew invited the 

members of the conference to sing “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” and “Joyful, Joyful, 

We Adore Thee.” 

Bishop Lee then called the conference back to order. 

Tom Lambrecht, Chairperson of the Conference Rules Committee, presented Action 

Item 27: Proposed Revisions to the Conference Rules and Policies, which were 

printed as a separate booklet.  He moved the adoption of the proposed rules as found 

on pages 1 to 15 of the Proposed Rules Booklet. 

Jerry Eckert moved to table the proposed revisions of conference rules and policies.   

The motion to table was defeated. 

Lynn Scott moved to amend proposed rule 1.3.9 by deleting the sentence “Commissions 

tend to be established for the long term to attend to important but not urgent work.” and 

replacing it with the sentence “Commissions are brought alongside the mission helping 

the church be a reliable and credible witness. They are temporary and exist until their 

mission is accomplished.”  

Lambrecht accepted this motion as a friendly amendment. 

Steve Zekoff moved to postpone further consideration of the Proposed Rules until 

Wednesday morning.  The motion to postpone was approved. 
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Leigh Roberts, Chairperson of the Board of Church and Society, introduced Jim 

Goulding and Lee Domann, retired clergypersons from other United Methodist Annual 

Conferences, who spoke about two workshops dealing with the subject “Bullies, Victims, 

and Bystanders: A Seminar for Youth and Adults.” The workshops are sponsored by the 

Board of Church and Society and will be held this Fall.  The purpose of the workshops is 

to create safety and light in our schools, churches, homes. Information about the 

workshops was distributed in the conference packet.  Domann sang one of his owns 

songs about this subject, “Howard Gray.” 

Roberts presented Action Item 12: A Resolution on Health Care in Our Social 

Community.   It was approved. 

Roberts presented Action Item 13: A Resolution on Collective Bargaining.  It was 

approved. 

The secretary read announcements. 

The members of the conference watched a mission video about the ministries of 

Northcott Neighborhood House in Milwaukee. 

Following the video, the conference recessed for lunch at 12:02 p.m. 

 

Monday Afternoon, June 13, 2011 
Members and friends of the conference gathered in the worship area at 1:15 p.m. for a 

time of music, celebration, and learning. Bishop Lee welcomed and introduced the 

members of the delegation from our sister-conference, the Dong Bu Conference of the 

Korean Methodist Church, who are visiting our annual conference session this year.  The 

Korean Ministers’ Wives Choir sang a number of songs in Korean and English. Bishop 

Park shared information about the history of Korea and the ministries of the Dong-Bu 

Conference. Bishop Lee presented gifts to our guests.  The conference recessed for the 

afternoon break at 2:35 p.m. 

The conference gathered in the plenary area at 2:45 p.m. for the afternoon business 

session.  Tim Berlew led the members of the conference in singing “Standin’ in the Need 

of Prayer.” 

Carrie Kreps Wegenast presented a “What If?” moment, posing the question “What if – 

we remember our baptism and are thankful?”  The “Q Group” symbolically offered the 

water of remembrance to the conference with “squirt guns.” 

Bishop reported results of General Conference Ballot 1.  Lisa King was elected on Laity 

Ballot 1.  There was no election on Clergy Ballot 1. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in singing “Bind Us Together” as an act of centering. 

General Conference Ballot 2 was taken.    Bishop Lee gave instructions for marking the 

ballots. Laity voted for 2 delegates. Clergy voted for 3 delegates.  Teller Team 2 collected 

the laity ballots.  Teller Team 1 collected the clergy ballots. 

Andy Oren, Chairperson of the Commission on Religion and Race, introduced Rev. 

Amy Stapleton from the General Commission on Religion and Race.  She spoke about 
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what is happening in that general church agency, and particularly about the campaign 

called “Call to Courage,” and the ‘Drop the “I” Word’ campaign which is focused on 

removing the term “illegal” from references to persons. 

Oren invited the chairpersons of the Ethnic Caucuses to introduce themselves:  

 Rosy Mayorga – Hispanic Caucus 

 Domnik Israel – Asian Caucus 

 Han du Kwak – Korean Caucus 

Nhia Wahn Her – Hmong Caucus 

Marilyn Higgins – Black Methodists for Church Renewal 

 Alexander Dickerson – Native American Caucus 

Each of them spoke about the ministries that are happening through their particular 

caucus. 

Gail Burgess, Chairperson of the Board of Global Ministries, presented the report of the 

Board. She introduced Paul Webster, the Wisconsin Conference’s missionary at the 

Mujilah Falls Agricultural Center in Zambia, Africa, and Andre Kanjimana, who works 

at the Agricultural Center. Webster and Kanjimana will be itinerating among Wisconsin 

United Methodist Churches during the coming months, sharing information about the 

ministry at Mujilah Falls. 

Burgess spoke about the numerous ministries of the Board of Global Ministries, 

including Volunteers in Mission, Disaster Response Teams, the Native American 

partnership and many other ministries. She invited the members of the conference to visit 

the Board of Global Ministries exhibits in the display area to learn more about these 

ministries. 

Lamarr Gibson, Chairperson of Wisconsin Conference East Angola Partnership Task 

Force, spoke about the partnership with the East Angola Conference of The United 

Methodist Church. He invited individual churches to partner with churches in the East 

Angola Conference.  He introduced Rev. Bernardo Luis, who brought greetings from the 

East Angola Conference.  Luis, who is a graduate of Africa University, expressed thanks 

for the Wisconsin Conference’s support of Africa University.  He noted that many leaders 

in government and business in Africa are Africa University graduates, and that this 

important ministry of The United Methodist Church has made a real difference in the 

lives of the people of Africa. 

Burgess presented Action Item 14: Annual Conference Support of “20/20:  Visioning 

An AIDS-Free World. It was approved. 

Phil Amerson, President of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, spoke about the 

ministry of the seminary.  He noted that the number of students at the seminary under the 

age of 30 has nearly tripled in the last five years. 

Dan Dick spoke about the “Safe Sanctuaries” movement in the Wisconsin Conference.  

He introduced Kathryn Croskery Jones, Resolution Facilitator for the Safe Sanctuaries 

Task Force.  She presented Action Item 26: Petition to Reduce the Risk of Child 

Sexual Abuse in the Wisconsin Annual Conference.  It was approved. 
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Sam Royappa, Dean of the Cabinet, and Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, 

presented the Joint Message of the Cabinet and the Board of Laity.  They spoke about 

the core values that help the cabinet and Board of Laity to guide their ministries. 

Bishop Lee noted that our printed agenda includes a time for Bible study led by Rev. 

Grace Imathiu.  She explained that Imathiu is unable to be present because she has had 

difficulty returning to the United States from Kenya.  Although she has returned to this 

country within the last few hours, she will not be leading the Bible Study at this year’s 

conference session.  

Chuck Rolloff, Chairperson of the conference’s Human Sexuality Task Force, 

presented Action Item 25:  Resolution to Create a Human Sexuality Resource 

Development Team.  It was approved. 

Bishop Lee invited the conference to take a brief standup break. 

Following the break Bishop Lee called conference back to order and announced the 

results of General Conference Ballot 2.   There were no elections.  On the Clergy Ballot 

there were also no invalid ballots. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in singing “We are the Body of Christ” as a time of 

Centering.  

General Conference Ballot 3 was taken.  Clergy voted for 3 delegates.  Laity voted for 2 

delegates.  Teller Team 2 collected the laity ballots.  Teller Team 1 collected the clergy 

ballots. 

Jeff Virchow, Legislation Coordinator for the Wisconsin United Methodist Federation 

for Social Action, presented Action Item 15: Affirmation of the “Statement of 

Counsel to the Church – 2011.” 

Warren Waddell raised a Point of Order, suggesting that Action Item 15 is in 

contradiction to The Book of Discipline. Bishop Lee ruled that Action Item 15 was not 

out of order, and therefore properly before the conference. 

Following further discussion, Action Item 15 was approved. 

The Bishop announced that the Clergy Session will resume on Wednesday morning at 

8:00 a.m. in the Riverview South Ballroom at the Chula Vista hotel.  The Secretary read 

announcements.  The afternoon plenary session adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 

 

Monday Evening, June 13, 2011 
Bishop Lee called the evening plenary session to order at 7:07 p.m. 

She reported the results of General Conference Ballot 3.  There were no elections on the 

Laity Ballot. 

Dan Dick and Amanda M.D. Stein were elected on the Clergy Ballot. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in singing “We Are the Body of Christ” as a time of 

centering. 



 

 

 

 

 

2011 Wisconsin Conference Journal 

64 Daily Proceedings 
 

 

 
I:\WisConf\2011 Journal\Journal\Word Files\Daily Proceedings-2011 Wisconsin Annual Conference - 

JournalFormatted.docx 

Last saved on 1/4/2012 12:05:00 PM 

General Conference Ballot 4 was taken.  Laity voted for 2 delegates.  Clergy voted for 1 

delegate.  Teller Team 2 collected the laity ballots.  Teller Team 1 collected the clergy 

ballots. 

The Secretary read announcements.  The Bishop adjourned the plenary session at 7:30 

p.m.    Members of the conference then gathered in the worship area at 7:45 p.m. for the 

Evening Praise Worship Service, led by the youth of the conference. 

As people gathered, Grace Cajiuat explained the story behind the banners which are 

hanging in the front of the worship area.  They were created by Hap Itson, a clergy 

member of the Annual Conference serving at Brodhead UMC. 

Christway Praise Band from Racine: Christ UMC opened the service, leading the 

congregation in singing several songs.  Rev. Steve Hanusa presented a one-person drama 

about a pastor named “Paul” who struggled with ministry to people who do not feel 

welcome in the church.  Those who had questions about the presentation or wished to 

discuss it further were invited to stay following the worship service for a time of 

conversation. 

The Conference recessed for the evening at 8:45 p.m. 

 

Tuesday June 14, 2011 
Members of the conference gathered in the plenary area at 8:00 a.m. for a time of singing 

led by Tim Berlew. 

Bishop Lee called the conference to order at 8:10 a.m. 

George Kafer presented a “What If” moment on behalf of the “Q Group.”  He invited the 

members of the conference to stand while he read Colossians 1:9-12 from Eugene 

Peterson’s “The Message.”  These are powerful words of encouragement, hope and faith. 

He asked the question “What if … we prayed right now for a new outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit on the Wisconsin Annual Conference?” and invited all those present to a time of 

prayer. 

Bishop Lee announced the results of General Conference Ballot 4.  There was no 

election on the Clergy Ballot.  Dorthy Radley and William Stimeling were elected on the 

Laity Ballot. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in a time of centering, singing “Come and Find the Quiet 

Center.” 

Clergy General Conference Ballot 5 was taken. Clergy voted for 1 delegate. Teller 

Team 1 collected the Ballots.  Laity Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 1 was taken. 

Laity voted for 3 delegates.  Teller Team 2 collected the ballots. 

The Secretary and the Bishop thanked the youth of the conference for their efforts to turn 

the one-sided orange ‘speaking cards’ into two-sided orange speaking cards. 

Bishop Lee ruled that Action Item 17: Resolutions Concerning Trial Expenditures, 

which was printed in the Pre-Conference Workbook, was out of order, because one 
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Annual Conference session cannot bind another Annual Conference session, and Action 

Item 17 would have the effect of doing so. 

Bishop Lee indicated that the concerns raised in Action Item 16: Financial Report of 

Trial Costs had already been addressed in the Council on Finance and Administration’s 

report.  She noted that Action Item 16 would not need to come before the Conference.  

Wesley White requested that there be either an oral or a written report about the costs of 

the upcoming Church Trial of Rev. Amy Delong that is separate from the 2012 Budget 

Presentation.  It was noted that the expenses of the trial will be reported in the 2012 

Annual Conference Financial Reports. 

Brad Sherman, Vice-Chairperson of the Board of Camp and Retreat Ministries, 

presented the report of the Board.  The members of the conference watched video about 

the camping ministries of the conference.  The camp directors and members of the camp 

staff led the conference in singing “Lord Prepare Me to be a Sanctuary.” 

Lamarr Gibson reported on the ministries of the Board of Congregation and Circuit 

Development. He invited the members of the conference to participate in the surveys that 

the Board will be conducting in the coming month to give the Board guidance for its 

work. 

Fran Deaner, Chairperson of the Joint Board of Pensions, Insurance and Equitable 

Compensation, presented the report of the Board. 

He reported that to date the conference has received gifts of at least $205,744 for the 

Central Conference Pension Initiative. Our conference’s goal for the CCPI is 

$500,000. 

Deaner moved Action Item 10: Resolution on Past Service Annuity Rate.  It was 

approved. 

He moved Action Item 11: Resolution on Minimum Compensation.  It was approved. 

Deaner moved the adoption of the report in its entirety. 

There were several questions and comments. 

The report of the Joint Board of Pensions, Insurance and Equitable Compensation 

was approved. 

Bishop Lee announced the results of Clergy General Conference Ballot 5.  There was 

no election. 

The Bishop announced the results of Laity Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 1.  Judy 

Vasby was elected. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in a time of centering, singing “Come and Find the Quiet 

Center.” 

Clergy General Conference Ballot 6 was taken. Clergy voted for one delegate. By the 

policy the conference adopted during the opening plenary session, the person receiving 

the most votes on this ballot will be elected to complete the Clergy General Conference 

Delegation.  Teller Team 1 collected the ballots.  Laity Jurisdictional Conference 

Ballot 2 was taken.  Laity voted for 2 delegates. Teller Team 2 collected the ballots. 
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Mark Dehority, a member of the staff of the General Commission on United Methodist 

Men, and August Gruelich, Conference President of the United Methodist Men, 

presented information about United Methodist Men’s Ministries.  They invited those 

present to visit the United Methodist Men’s display to find more information about 

opportunities for Men’s Ministries in our congregations. 

Members of the conference viewed a video about the “Rethink Church” initiative. 

The Secretary read announcements. 

Bishop Lee recessed the plenary session for the morning break at 10:05 a.m. 

Bishop Lee called the conference back to order at 10:35 a.m. 

Dan Dick introduced the presentation of this year’s Awards and Recognitions.  

Descriptions of each of these awards and recognitions are printed elsewhere in the 2011 

Wisconsin Conference Journal. 

Deborah Thompson, Conference Missions Coordinator, spoke about the Thelma Gregg 

Award. She announced that this year’s award will be presented to Holly Morse of the 

Whitefish Bay United Methodist Church. 

Thompson presented the Love in Action Award to the Still Waters Community United 

Methodist Church. 

Dianne Quade and Freddie Kirk, Co-Chairpersons of the Commission on Status and Role 

of Women, announced that the Bridge Builder Award will be given this year to G. 

Karen Stimeling. 

Amanda Stein, convener of the Wisconsin Chapter of the Methodist Federation for Social 

Action, announced that the Perry Saito Award will be given this year to Janet Ellinger 

and Perry G. Huyck. 

Dan Dick spoke about the Denman Evangelism Award.  This award is given annually in 

each Annual Conferences of The United Methodist Church.  The award is presented this 

year to Lake Lucerne and Pine Lake United Methodist Camps.  The awards were 

presented by Sharon Cook to camp managers Chip Hutler and Nick Coenen. 

Jeff Nicholas, on behalf of the Commission on Archives and History, presented the 

Years of Service recognitions to those who have served in ministry for 25, 50, 60, and 70 

or more years. Bishop Lee greeted those being recognized who were present at the 

Annual Conference Session.  The list of those recognized is printed elsewhere in the 2011 

Wisconsin Conference Journal. 

Howard Hintzman served as host for the retirement recognition.  He invited each clergy 

person who is retiring this year to share a story about their ministry.  Bishop Lee greeted 

each retiree and presented them with certificates of retirement.  She then offered a prayer 

of thanksgiving for the ministry of the retirees. 

Time Berlew led the conference in singing “Trust and Obey.” 

The conference recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. 
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Tuesday Afternoon, June 14, 2011 
Members and friends of the conference gathered in the Worship Area at 2:15 p.m. for the 

Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving.  Grace Cajiuat, Conference Music Leader, 

offered the opening solo, “Yo se que estas aqui” (I know that you are here).”  Bishop Lee 

offered words of Welcome and Greeting.  The opening song was “You Are Mine.”  Bob 

Butler offered the opening prayer and words of instruction.  There was a time of 

reflective silence, with the singing of “Stay With Me.”  Kevin Rice Myers, Conference 

Secretary, read the scripture lesson from Matthew 26:36-42.  Following the singing of “In 

the Lord, I’ll Be Ever Thankful” the Secretary read the names of those Clergy Members, 

Clergy Spouses and Family Members, and Lay Persons Related to the Conference who 

have passed away since the last Annual Conference session.  After the reading of each 

name the congregation sang “Be Still and Know That I Am God.”  Family members or 

friends of those who have died were invited to come forward and light a candle as their 

loved one’s name was called. Bishop Lee greeted each family as they came forward. 

After the names were read, Bishop Lee offered words of Prayer and Dismissal, and the 

service concluded with the singing of “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry.”  Tim 

Berlew served as organist for the service. 

Following the Memorial Service the members of the conference returned to the plenary 

area for the afternoon plenary session. 

Bishop Lee called the conference to order at 3:35 p.m. 

The “Q Group” presented a “What if?” moment. 

Bishop Lee reported the results of Laity Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 2.  There was 

no election.  She reported the results of Clergy General Conference Ballot 6. Steve 

Zekoff was elected.  This completed the Clergy Delegation to General Conference. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in a time of centering, singing “Come and Find the Quiet 

Center.” 

Laity Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 3 was taken.  Laity voted for two delegates.  

Teller Team 2 collected the ballots. 

Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 1 was taken.  Clergy voted for three delegates.  

Teller Team 1 collected the ballots. 

Scott Anderson, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Council of Churches, brought 

greetings from the Council, and shared information about the many ministries sponsored 

by the Wisconsin Council of Churches. 

The District Superintendents introduced the Regional Office Administrators:  Bonita 

Smith (Chippewa/Heartland); Barb Franken (Nicolet/Winnebago); Barb Ridgley (Metro 

North/South) and Sherry Malone (Capital/Coulee). 

Bishop Lee thanked the Superintendents and the Regional Office Administrators, who 

work as a team to facilitate the ministry of all the churches in the conference. 

Markus Wegenast, Chairperson of the Board of Higher Education and Student 

Ministry, presented the report of the Board and spoke about new campus ministries in 

the state. 
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John Hobbins and Rachel Basel shared a PowerPoint presentation with information about 

the new campus ministry at UW-Oshkosh. 

Carrie Kreps Wegenast, Chairperson of the Conference Petitions Committee, 

introduced the report of the committee, explaining its work in soliciting and preparing 

Proposed Petitions to the 2012 General Conference. 

She moved to suspend Conference Rule 3.3.13a, which stipulates that The Committee on 

Petitions must include one lay and one clergy member of the previous General 

Conference delegation.” These persons were inadvertently not included as members of 

the Petitions Committee this year. The motion to suspend the rule was approved. 

She explained the process that the committee used to prepare and present General 

Conference Petitions to the 2011 Annual Conference Session for its consideration.  The 

petitions have been organized in 12 “petition groups” labeled A through M. 

The committee recommended that the conference allow 2 speeches in favor of 

concurrence and two speeches opposed to concurrence for each category of petitions.  

After discussion the process for considering petitions was affirmed by the conference. 

The bishop invited people to speak in favor of and in opposition to Petition Categories 

A through C. 

Following discussion of the Petitions to General Conference, Bishop Lee recognized 

George Kafer for a Moment of Personal Privilege.  He shared that his wife Cassandra is 

present, that today is their anniversary, and that they have spent every anniversary of their 

7-year marriage at Annual Conference. 

The Secretary read announcements. 

Bishop Lee recessed the conference at 5:02 p.m. for the evening meal. 

Tuesday Evening, June 14, 2011 
Bishop Lee called the conference to order at 7:00 p.m. for the evening plenary session. 

Kris Androsky presented a “What if?” moment on behalf of the “Q Group,” posing the 

question “What if, in order to praise God, everybody danced now?”  Members of the 

Conference were invited and encouraged to “dance in the aisles.”   

Bishop Lee announced the results of Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 1.  There 

was no election.  She announced the results of Laity Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 

3.  Diane Odeen and Chris Reynolds were elected.  This completes the Laity 

Jurisdictional Conference Delegation.  The next Laity Ballot will be final ballot to elect 

four Reserve Delegates to Jurisdictional Conference. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in a time of centering with the singing of “Come and Find 

the Quiet Center.” 

The Laity Jurisdictional Conference Reserve Ballot was taken.  Laity voted for four 

reserve delegates.  Teller Team 2 collected the ballots. 

Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 2 was taken.  Clergy voted for 3 delegates.  

Teller Team 1 collected the ballots. 
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Carrie Kreps Wegenast resumed the presentation and discussion of Proposed Petitions 

to General Conference.  The Conference discussed Petition Groups D thru J, using the 

same procedure that was used during the afternoon plenary session. 

Following discussion of the Proposed General Conference Petitions, the Secretary read 

announcements. 

Bishop Lee recessed the evening plenary session at 8:05 p.m.  She invited everyone to 

gather in the worship area at 8:30 p.m. for the Service of Commissioning of Provisional 

Members, Recognition of Orders and Associate Membership, and Recognition of Newly 

Licensed Local Pastors. 

Commissioning Service. 

Members and friends of the Conference gathered in the worship area at 8:30 p.m. for the 

Service of Commissioning of Provisional Members, Recognition of Orders and 

Associate Membership, and Recognition of Newly Licensed Local Pastors.  The 

processional hymn was “Lord, You Give the Great Commission.”  The scripture lesson 

for the evening was read from 1 John 4:7-19. Sheri Graeber, former Conference Lay 

Leader and a lay member of the Board of Ordained Ministry, gave the sermon.  She 

invited everyone to be actively involved in living out the Gospel of Love.   

Richard Strait, Chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry, presented the following 

persons to be Commissioned as Provisional Elders:  Vicki Brantmeyer, Kimberly L. 

Brumm, Jeffrey Allan Meyer, and Julie A. Wilson.  He presented Gerald P. Morris for 

recognition of his orders from another denomination, and Anita A. Genrich for 

recognition as an Associate Member of the Conference.  He presented the following 

persons to be Licensed as Local Pastors:  Tammy Clausen, Anita Lang, Susan Lewan, 

John C. Paul, Ada Rosado, Elizabeth Sherfey, Tim Worgan, Henry Yoap, Renee 

Dymond, Elisabeth McManus, and Daniel Verdigan. 

Bishop Lee led the congregation in recognizing those newly Licensed as Local Pastors 

and elected as an Associate Member.  She asked those to be commissioned and 

recognized as Provisional Members the questions prescribed for commissioning, and they 

all answered appropriately.  She recognized Gerald Morris as an Elder serving 

Provisional Membership following transfer from another denomination, and 

commissioned Vicki Brantmeyer, Kimberly L. Brumm, Jeffrey Allan Meyer, and Julie A. 

Wilson as Provisional Elders in The United Methodist Church. 

An offering was taken to support the East Angola partnership and Native American 

Ministries.  Bishop Lee celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  The communion 

hymn was “Pescador des Hombres/Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore,” and was 

sung in Spanish and English.  The newly commissioned and licensed ministers served 

communion to the gathered congregation.  The closing hymn was “Enviado Soy de 

Dios/Sent Out in Jesus’ Name,” sung in Spanish and English. 

Music leadership for the service was provided by Rev. Justin Elliott Lowe, Organist, Rev. 

Grace Cajiuat, Music Leader, and members of the Kenosha: Principe de Paz Praise Band. 

Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, and Gail Mitchell, Chair of the Fellowship of 

Licensed Local Pastors and Associate Members, led the liturgy for the service. 
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Members of the cabinet participating in the service were: Rev. Stephen J. Polster, Rev. 

Ann Spindt Henschel, Rev. Jorge Mayorga Solis, Rev. Gordon Lind, and Rev. Sam 

Royappa.   Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry served as ushers for the service. 

The chalices presented to the provisional members and the anointing sets given to the 

licensed local pastors were made by Colleen Kwong. 

Wednesday Morning, June 15, 2011 
The clergy members of the conference gathered in the Riverview South Ballroom of the 

Chula Vista Resort at 8:00 a.m. for the extended Clergy Session.  The minutes of the 

clergy session are included at the end of these Daily Proceedings. 

Bishop Lee called the plenary session to order at the Wisconsin Dells Center at 9:25 a.m. 

The Q Group presented a “What If?” moment, posing the question “What if you built 

something with what you have?”  They invited those present to create something from the 

materials that were immediately available and to upload a photograph of the creation to 

the Q Group’s Facebook Page.  The most creative entry will receive an award. 

Bishop Lee read the results of the Laity Jurisdictional Conference Reserve Ballot.  

Gail Burgess, John Lawson, Tom Popp, and Jennifer Southworth were elected as Reserve 

Delegates to the 2012 Jurisdictional Conference. 

The Bishop read the results of Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 2.   There was 

no election. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in a time of centering by singing together “Spirit of the 

Living God.” 

Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 3 was taken.  Clergy voted for 3 delegates.  

Teller Team 1 collected the ballots. 

Bishop Lee placed consideration of the Proposed Conference Rules and Policies, which 

were postponed from Monday morning, before the conference. 

Terry Dignan moved   

“that this body instruct the Conference Treasurer to continue to treat our 

apportionment to General Conference as a financial and ethical responsibility 

and, therefore, continue to pay 100% of the apportionment pro-rata on a monthly 

basis to the greatest possible extent.” 

Bishop Lee asked that consideration of this motion be deferred until the 2012 Proposed 

Budget is again before the conference. 

George Affeldt, new Chairperson of the Rules Committee, presented three changes to 

the proposed rules based upon suggestions that have been received: 

1. Change “Discipleship Leadership Team” to “Discipleship Leadership Council” 

and “DLT” to “DLC” wherever  these phrases occur in the Rules. 

2. In Rule 3.3.9 (a) change “ten members-at-large” to “twelve members-at-large” 
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3. In Rule 3.3.14, change “Co-Chairs of the Conference Council on Youth 

Ministries” to “Conference Council on Youth Ministries Representative,”  and 

add the following three positions: 

 Young Adult Representative 

 Dean of Faith Alive 

 Associate Dean of Faith Alive 

Stephanie Chojnacki moved to amend Proposed Rule 3.3.19 by striking the following 

words from the end of the proposed rule: 

“each year.  The Conference Youth Coordinator may serve up to two full 

quadrennial terms (eight years).”   

The motion was accepted by the Rules Committee as a friendly amendment. 

Wesley White moved to relocate Proposed Rule 1.1.5 from its current location to 

Proposed Rule 3.3.10, where it would become Rule 3.3.10(d).  The motion was 

approved. 

The Proposed Rules were approved as amended. 

Affeldt moved adoption of the Proposed Polices, noting the following changes to the 

Proposed Policies as printed: 

In Proposed Policy 10.2.1 change “Internal Revenue Service” to “U.S. 

Congress.” 

In Proposed Policy 60.4.0, deleted the phrase “and phone” from the line 

“Television antenna, cable or satellite hookup, and internet and phone 

installation,” and add the sentence “The clergy person pays monthly bills.” 

There was considerable discussion regarding the need to restore the phrase “Telephone 

line which is unique to the parsonage” or some other phrase that establishes the policy 

that the local congregation is responsible for providing a telephone in the parsonage that 

is separate from the phone in the church building.   The Rules Committee agreed to take 

this issue under advisement. 

Kathryn Croskery Jones noted that the titles in Table of Contents for the Proposed Rules 

and Proposed Policies do not necessarily correspond to the titles in each individual 

section, and that these need to be made consistent. 

Tom Popp moved the previous question on the Proposed Conference Policies. 

The motion to end debate was approved. 

The Proposed Conference Policies were approved as revised and amended. 

Bishop Lee reported the results of Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 3.  Steve 

Polster and Jeremy Deaner were elected. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in a time of centering by singing together “Come and 

Find the Quiet Center.” 

Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 4 was taken.  Clergy voted for one delegate.  

Teller Team 1 collected the ballots. 
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Following collection of the ballots, the conference viewed a “Rethink Church” video 

presentation.  The video invited people to imagine a world with no malaria, and then to 

get involved in turning that vision into reality. 

Kathryn Croskery Jones moved: 

“That the Wisconsin Annual Conference direct the Bishop to appoint a taskforce 

to revise Policy 70.0.0: “Policy and Procedures Regarding Sexual Misconduct,” 

and bring a recommendation back to the 2012 Annual Conference.” 

The motion was approved. 

Carrie Kreps Wegenast resumed the presentation and discussion of Action Item 23: 

Proposed Petitions to General Conference. 

Warren Waddell moved that we dispense with further discussion on Action Item 23 and 

move directly to voting on the Proposed Petitions to General Conference.  The motion to 

close discussion was approved. 

The members of the conference completed their Petitions Ballots. They voted on each of 

the 29 proposed petitions individually. Teller Team 2 collected the ballot forms. The 

results of the voting on Proposed Petitions to General Conference will be posted on the 

conference website and printed in the 2011 Conference Journal. 

Bishop Lee invited the members of the conference to take a 15 minute break. 

Following the break the Bishop called the conference back to order, and reported results 

of Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 4.  There was no election. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in a time of centering by singing together “Come and 

Find the Quiet Center.” 

Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot  5 was taken.  Clergy voted for 1 delegate. 

Teller Team 1 collected the ballots. 

Freddie Kirk presented the Monitoring Report from the Commission on the Status and 

Role of Women.  Andy Oren presented the Monitoring Report from the Commission 

on Religion and Race. 

Both indicated that the majority of speakers at this annual conference session have been 

older white male clergy. 

Laura Graves presented the following motion: 

Be it resolved that the Wisconsin Annual Conference of the United Methodist 

Church shares our deep concern with the currently pending legislation approved 

by the State Senate and currently before the State Assembly to legalize the 

carrying of concealed weapons in Wisconsin. 

Be it further resolved, that at a minimum, any bill that passes should prohibit 

concealed weapons in any house of worship. 

We instruct the secretary of the Wisconsin Annual Conference to distribute the 

statement above to the Assembly Majority and Minority leaders, Governor Scott 
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Walker and to all of the news outlets available to receive our press releases in 

the State of Wisconsin. 

The motion was approved. 

Jorge Luis Mayorga Solis and Diane Odeen presented the report of the Conference 

Episcopacy Committee.  The conference watched the “Survey the Monkey” video.  This 

video was prepared by the Episcopacy Committee to introduce the web-based survey that 

is being used in the North Central Jurisdiction this year.  The survey is designed to help 

both the Conference and Jurisdictional Episcopacy Committees as they determine the 

best way to deploy Episcopal Leadership in the Jurisdiction for the coming quadrennium. 

Amy Jameson Yackovich, Chairperson of the Conference Trustees, presented 

information about changes that will be taking place in the Conference Wide Property 

Insurance program through Church Mutual Insurance, and noted a number of helpful 

resources that are available through Church Mutual. 

John Sumwalt presented the following motion: 

Be it resolved that the Board of Trustees of The Wisconsin Annual Conference 

study the possibility of amending the current housing policy 60.6.0 to include 

provisions for identifying and remediating mold and other air quality issues in 

parsonages and church facilities. 

The Trustees shall report their recommendation to the 2012 Wisconsin Annual 

Conference. 

Sumwalt noted that this motion was presented on behalf or Rev. Christal Bindrich, who 

has been placed on incapacity leave as a result of mold problems in the parsonage at her 

last appointment. 

Rex Nelson moved to amend the motion by changing “air quality” to “environmental 

quality.”  The motion was accepted as a friendly amendment. 

The motion was approved as amended. 

Bishop Lee and the members of the Cabinet read the changes in Clergy Appointments 

for the 2011 – 2012 Conference Year. 

Bishop Lee recognized and thanked the members of the Conference Leadership Team.  

She presented each of them with a gift in appreciation for their work. 

She then recognized and thanked Steve Polster, Assistant to the Bishop, and Cindy 

Churan, Episcopal Office Administrator, for their work in the Episcopal Office. 

The Secretary read announcements. 

Bishop Lee recessed the conference for the noon meal at 12:15 p.m. 

Wednesday Afternoon, June 15, 2011 
Bishop Lee called the conference back to order at 1:15 p.m. 

She introduced the members of the staff who work at the Conference Center in Sun 

Prairie and thanked them for their work. 
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The Bishop then recognized Rev. Bernardo Luis, the representative of the East Angola 

Conference who has been present for this annual conference session.  The members of 

the conference thanked him for coming and wished him well in his journeys. 

Bishop Lee took a moment of personal privilege to thank her husband, Lamarr Gibson, 

for his support and encouragement.  She noted that today is their 20th Wedding 

Anniversary.  The Conference expressed its appreciation for their ministry among us with 

a round of applause. 

The Bishop then noted that the gifts given to the members of the Korean Delegation and 

to Rev. Bernardo Luis from East Angola were works of art created by David Wilkinson, a 

clergy member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

The Bishop invited those present to consider participating in the Spiritual Pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land which she will be leading in January, 2012. 

Bishop reported the results of Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Ballot 5.  Sam 

Royappa was elected.  This completes the Clergy Jurisdictional Conference 

Delegation. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in a time of centering by singing together “Bind Us 

Together, Lord.” 

The Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Reserve Ballot was taken.  Clergy voted for 4 

reserve delegates to the Jurisdictional Conference. 

Bishop Lee announced that the 2012 Annual Conference Session will be held May 31 

through June 3, 2012 at the Chula Vista Resort and Wisconsin Dells Center in Wisconsin 

Dells, Wisconsin. 

Several of the youth and young adult members spoke to the Annual Conference session 

about their experiences at Annual Conference. 

George Kafer, on behalf of the Q Group presented a “What If?” moment.  Using a video 

of the “M.C. Hammer Shuffle” he posed the question: “What if we carefully, lovingly, 

and intentionally “touched” some of the things that might be hindering what we are called 

to do and the people we are called to be?”  He invited the members of the conference to 

discuss this question with their neighbors at the tables. 

Sam Royappa presented Action Item 18: Resolution on the Discontinuance of the 

University United Methodist Church, Madison, Wisconsin.  It was approved. 

Royappa presented Action Item 19: Resolution on the Discontinuance of Waldwick 

United Methodist Church, Waldwick, Wisconsin.  It was approved. 

Royappa offered a prayer of thanksgiving for the ministries that have taken place in these 

congregations, and for the members of the congregations as they move into a new stage 

of their journey as United Methodist Christians. 

John Hazen presented the following motion: 

Whereas, we rightly honor the service of those churches who courageously vote 

to close their churches; 



 

 

 

 

 

2011 Wisconsin Conference Journal 

 Daily Proceedings 75 
 

 

 
I:\WisConf\2011 Journal\Journal\Word Files\Daily Proceedings-2011 Wisconsin Annual Conference - 

JournalFormatted.docx 

Last saved on 1/4/2012 12:05:00 PM 

Whereas, there are churches who courageously vote to merge their 

memberships with another church, and whose action results in the closing of 

their building; 

Whereas, these closures can bring pain to those involved; 

Be it resolved that the Wisconsin Annual Conference find a way to honor, 

beginning in 2012, those churches who vote to make a new start with a new 

congregation, but who close the doors of their building in the process. 

The motion was approved. 

Stan Pegram presented the following motion: 

Be it resolved that the 2011 Wisconsin Annual Conference of The United 

Methodist Church in its 42nd Session, seek to address our crisis of church 

decline in the following ways: 

1. Beginning at the 2012 Wisconsin Annual Conference, and continuing during 

Annual Conferences throughout the 2013-2016 quadrennium, we will have holy 

conferencing/discussion sessions twice daily focused on questions around local 

church membership, worship and education attendance, financial resources, age 

of  current worshippers, creative ministries related to the present and future 

generations, as well as other ministry focus areas to help us gauge where local 

churches currently are and what might be the hope for the future in church 

health, growth and vitality, with daily study of God’s word guiding and 

challenging us as to what makes a healthy, growing and vital church. The 

following biblical models may be considered as encouragement for our local 

churches: The Book of Acts, Ephesians, I and II Timothy, Titus and The Book 

of Revelation—Seven Churches. 

2. As preparation for the above stated holy conferencing/discussion, every local 

church will attempt to be aware of where they are at regarding membership, 

financial status, current worship and other ministry programming attendance  

(¶604:8,9) before attending the 2012 Wisconsin Annual Conference. It is 

difficult to know where we are going, if we do not know where we currently are. 

3. This holy conferencing/discussion, including said Bible study, will be 

facilitated by a task force, appointed by the Bishop, consisting of clergy and lay 

leadership from within the Wisconsin Annual Conference who have led and/or 

experienced significant revitalization and/or numerical growth at the local 

church level consistently. The purpose of these discussions will be to discover 

new ways to connect with our culture/communities with the hope of inviting all 

generations to become part of the ministry and mission of the United Methodist 

Church (¶601). The deep desire is that we will do the work now to allow God to 

do a “new thing” in the Wisconsin Annual Conference, offering us a future of 

hope. 

The motion was approved. 

Deb Ivanoff-Hastings, Chairperson of the Nominations Committee, presented the 

Nominations Report for 2011-2012, noting changes to the printed report. She moved 

that the Nominations Report be accepted as amended.  The motion was approved. 
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Ivanoff-Hastings moved “that the Annual Conference allow the Nominations Committee 

to continue its work by filling offices that are vacant or become vacant during the year.” 

The motion was approved. 

Members of the conference viewed a video about the ministries of United Methodist 

Children’s Services of Milwaukee. 

Gerry Harrison requested a moment of personal privilege to speak about the impact of 

United Methodist Children’s Services of Milwaukee.  She noted that giving to UMCS 

through the Board of Global Ministries has decreased drastically over the past five years, 

and that this has had an impact on the ability of UMCS to continue to provide ministry in 

the inner city of Milwaukee. 

Fran Deaner requested a moment of personal privilege to respond to question about the 

“Health Quotient” online survey that was posed earlier. 

Bishop Lee reported the results of the Clergy Jurisdictional Conference Reserve 

Ballot.  Those elected were:  Dan Schwerin, Carrie Kreps Wegenast, Jorge Luis Mayorga 

Solis, and Jennifer M. Arneson were elected as Reserve Delegates.  This completes the 

Clergy Delegation to the 2012 General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 

Bishop invited the members of the conference to take a “stand-up break.” 

Bishop Lee called the conference back to order at 2:55 p.m. 

Erika Krueger requested a moment of privilege to express concerns about the youth 

ministry programs of the annual conference. 

Larry Hakes asked that the Program and Arrangements Committee take great care in 

developing the schedule for the 2012 Annual Conference Session so that those items 

most which are most critical are considered on either Saturday or Sunday. 

Dawn Jeffers Ramstad noted that Federal Law requires schools to give students an 

excused absence for attendance at religious activities. 

Dan Dick spoke about current efforts in the area of youth ministry in the annual 

conference. He noted that the message that has been received from local congregations 

during the past year is that they want assistance in doing youth ministry.  They do not 

want the conference to “do youth ministry” for them. The Conference youth ministry 

program will explore how the conference can help congregations and circuits do effective 

ministry in their local settings. 

Mark Geisthardt and Lisa King resumed presentation of the 2012 Proposed Conference 

Budget. 

The Secretary explained the current parliamentary situation based upon the conference’s 

action on Monday morning to table the motion made by the Council on Finance and 

Administration to Suspend Policy 10.3.0 for the remainder of 2011 and 2012. Bill 

White, Conference Chancellor, spoke about the impact of Judicial Council decisions 

related to the payment of both Annual Conference and General Church apportionments. 

The Motion to Suspend Policy 10.3.0 was taken from the table and placed before the 

conference. 
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Don Amphlett moved the previous question. The motion to close debate was 

approved. 

The Motion to Suspend Policy 10.3.0 was approved. 

Geisthardt presented the Proposed 2012 Budget. 

Doug Knutson moved to transfer $15,000 from the Africa University Fund to the Black 

College Fund.  Bishop Lee ruled the motion out of order, because the Annual 

Conference is not allowed to adjust the General Church Apportionment line items. 

Jason Mahnke moved the previous question on the Proposed 2012 Budget. The 

motion to close debate was approved. 

The Proposed 2012 Budget was approved. 

The members of the 2012 General and Jurisdictional Conference Delegation were 

introduced to the Annual Conference.  The conference expressed its appreciation to the 

delegates for their willingness to serve in this capacity.  Bishop Lee offered a prayer of 

thanksgiving and blessing for the delegates. 

The Bishop recognized Jane Follmer Zekoff, who is celebrating her birthday today.  The 

conference sang “Happy Birthday.” 

The Secretary read announcements. 

Bishop Lee thanked the members of the annual conference for their participation in this 

session. 

Tim Berlew led the conference in singing “Ye Servants of God.” 

Bishop Lee led the conference in a closing prayer. 

The conference concluded with the singing of “Sent Out in Jesus Name.” 

The 42
nd

 Session of the Wisconsin Annual Conference adjourned sine die at 4:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday, June 15, 2012. 
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CLERGY SESSION 

OF THE  

WISCONSIN ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

HELD IN THE GRAND BALLROOM 

CHULA VISTA RESORT 

WISCONSIN DELLS, WISCONSIN 
 

Sunday, June 12, 2011, 3:00 P.M. 
Bishop Linda Lee called the Clergy Session of the 2011 Wisconsin Annual Conference to 

order at 3:00 p.m. and offered words of welcome and greeting.  She then led the clergy 

session in an opening prayer. 

Richard Strait, Chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry, also welcomed those 

present to the Clergy Session. 

Strait asked Bishop Lee to indicate who is to be present and voting in the Clergy Session. 

Bishop Lee responded that all clergy members of the conference – including deacons, 

elders, provisional members, local pastors and student pastors under full and part-time 

appointment to a pastoral charge – and lay members of the Board of Ordained Ministry 

may be present and have voice in the Clergy Session. Only Elders and Deacons in Full 

Connection who are members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference and lay members of 

the Board of Ordained Ministry may vote. 

Strait moved “that all clergy members of other annual conferences or denominations who 

are appointed to serve Wisconsin United Methodist Churches be granted permission to be 

present in the Clergy Session with voice.”  The motion was approved. 

Strait introduced Forrest Clark, Chairperson of the Order of Elders.  Clark introduced 

those persons who are to be ordained as Elders and received into Full Membership at this 

session of the Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

Clark presented Question 31b: Who are elected as members in full connection? He 

moved that the following persons be elected as Clergy Members in Full Connection in the 

Wisconsin Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church: 

Listowel Ayensu-Mensah, George William Beaton, Timothy Bruce Berlew, Claudia June 

Deede, Kevin Anthony Dembinski, Patrick W. Schultz, and Wendy S. Slaback. 

Following speeches of affirmation, the clergy session voted on each candidate for full 

membership individually.  All were elected as Clergy Members in Full Connection. 

Clark presented Questions 33a: Who are elected for ordination as elders?    He moved 

that the following persons be ordained as Elders in The United Methodist Church: 

Listowel Ayensu-Mensah, George William Beaton, Timothy Bruce Berlew, Claudia June 

Deede, Kevin Anthony Dembinski, Patrick W. Schultz, and Wendy S. Slaback. 
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The Clergy Session voted on each candidate individually, and all were granted Elder’s 

Orders. 

Forrest Clark presented Question 28b(1): Who are elected as Provisional Elders (under 

¶324)?  He introduced the following candidates for commissioning as Provisional Elders: 

Vicki Brantmeyer 

Kimberly Brumm 

Jeffrey Meyer 

Julie Wilson 

Clark then moved “that these persons be elected as Provisional Elders in the Wisconsin 

Annual Conference, and commissioned for Pastoral Ministry in The United Methodist 

Church.”   

The Clergy Session voted on each candidate individually, and each was approved. 

Clark presented Question 30a: “Who are received from other Christian Denominations as 

Provisional Members,” and Question 39b: “What Clergy, coming from other Christian 

Denominations, have had their orders recognized?” 

He moved that Gerald P. Morris be received as a Provisional member of the Wisconsin 

Annual Conference, and that his ordination in the Southern Baptist Church be recognized 

as an Elder in The United Methodist Church. 

The motion was approved. 

Strait introduced Gail Mitchell, Chairperson of the Fellowship of Licensed Local Pastors 

and Associate Members. 

Mitchel spoke about the role of the Associate Member in the Annual Conference, and the 

requirements for Associate Membership. 

She presented Question 27: Who are elected as associate members? and introduced Anita 

Genrich, who has been recommended for Associate Membership in the Annual 

Conference. 

Following speeches of affirmation, Anita Genrich was elected as an Associate Member of 

the Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

Sam Royappa presented the Cabinet’s response to Question 17: Are all the clergy 

members of the conference blameless in their life and official administration?  Those 

present in the clergy session read the cabinet’s response to Question 17 in unison. 

LaMarr Gibson requested a moment of personal privilege.  He introduced Pastor 

Bernardo Luis, who is a guest from the East Angola Conference.  He requested 

permission for Rev. Luis to be present in the Clergy Session.  The request was approved. 

Richard Strait introduced Kevin Rice Myers, the Executive Secretary of the Board of 

Ordained Ministry, who continued the presentation of the Board’s report. 

Rice Myers presented Question 18a: Committee on Investigation, and noted that this 

committee is normally elected for the quadrennium.  However, because of Judicial 

Council decisions and a Constitutional Amendment approved by the 2008 General 

Conference and ratified by the Annual Conferences, this committee needs to be re-
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constituted to meet the new Disciplinary membership requirements for the committee. He 

moved that the persons listed in Question 18a be elected for the remainder of the current 

quadrennium.  The motion was approved. 

He presented Question 18b: Administrative Review Committee, for information, noting 

that this committee is also elected for the quadrennium, and that there have been no 

changes in the membership of the committee since last year. 

He presented Questions 19 and 20 for information. 

Rice Myers presented Question 21a: Who are approved as full time local pastors, adding 

the name of Juan Franciso Mayorga to the printed list. 

Question 21a was approved. 

He presented Question 21b: Who are approved as part-time local pastors? It was 

approved. 

He presented Question 21c: Who are approved as student local pastors?, noting that the 

2008 Book of Discipline has been changed so that only students from other annual 

conferences of The United Methodist Church are included in this category.  Question 21c 

was approved. 

He invited the following Licensed Local Pastors who have completed the Basic Course of 

Study since the last Annual Conference Session to stand and be recognized: 

 Mike Christensen 

 Bill Dow 

 Margaret Erickson 

 Loretta Waegli 

The Clergy Session congratulated them with a round of applause. 

Rice Myers moved that Question 21 be approved in its entirety.  It was approved.  

He presented Question 22: Who have been discontinued as local pastors? for information. 

He presented Question 24a: Clergy from other annual conferences and Question 24b: 

Clergy from other Methodist denominations for information, and noted there are no new 

names appearing on the list this year.  He invited all clergy serving among us from other 

Conferences or Methodist Denominations to stand and be recognized.  The Clergy 

Session greeted them with a round of applause. 

He presented Question 25: Clergy from other Christian denominations, noting that there 

are no new names appearing on the list this year.  He invited all clergy from Other 

Christian Denominations who are serving among us to stand and be recognized.  The 

Clergy Session greeted them with a round of applause. 

Question 25 was approved. 

Rice Myers presented Question 26b: Affiliate members without vote. Question 26b was 

approved. 

He presented Question 29a: Those continued as provisional deacons, and Question 29b: 

Those continued as provisional elders, for information. 
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He presented Question 29e: Those continued as provisional members who have 

transferred from other denominations, for information. 

He presented Question 37: Those received by transfer from other annual conferences, for 

information, and invited those present to stand and be recognized. 

He presented Question 41: Those transferred out to other annual conferences, for 

information, and invited those present to stand and be recognized.  He noted that Jason 

Dickerson transferred to the South Georgia Conference on July 1, 2010, but that the 

paperwork wasn’t completed until after the 2010 Annual Conference session, so it was 

not reported in the 2010 Business of the Annual Conference. 

He presented Question 43(a)(2) (Honorable Location) and Question 44(b) (Honorable 

Location – Retired) for information. 

Rice Myers presented Question 46(a): Who have had their conference membership 

terminated by withdrawal to unite with another denomination?  He noted that Colleen 

Kwong has accepted a call in The United Church of Christ, effective January 1, 2011.   

Question 46(a) was approved. 

He presented Questions 48a and 48c: Those who have died since last Annual Conference, 

noting that the death of Robert Quinlan, a Clergy person on Honorable Location who 

passed away June 8, 2010, is reported in Question 84.  The information about his death 

was not received until after the 2010 Clergy Session. 

After the names of all those who have died were read, there was a time of silent prayer in 

memory of these colleagues in ministry, and Bishop Lee offered prayer. 

Rice Myers presented Question 49: Those appointed to other Annual Conferences, for 

information. 

Rice Myers presented Questions 50a and 50c: Those on voluntary leave of absence, 

noting that the 2008 General Conference renamed the types of voluntary leave to include 

personal leave, family leave, and transitional leave. He noted changes that have taken 

place in the list since last year. 

The Clergy Session voted on those who have been on voluntary leave of absence for less 

than five years (Question 50a).  It was approved.  The Clergy Session then voted on those 

who have been on voluntary leave of absence for more than five years (Question 50a).  It 

was approved by the necessary two-thirds majority. 

The Clergy Session voted on Question 50c: Who have been placed on voluntary leave of 

absence since the last annual conference session.  It was approved. 

He presented Question 50d: Who have had their leave of absence terminated since the 

last session of the annual conference? for information. 

Rice Myers presented Question 51: Who are granted sabbatical leave?  He noted that 

Kaye Glennon had submitted a written request for sabbatical leave. 

Kaye Glennon asked for and was granted permission to speak to the Clergy Session.  She 

told the clergy session that, in order to maintain her personal integrity, she needed to 

inform her colleagues that she is gay, and that she can no longer in good conscience 
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continue to serve as a United Methodist Clergy Person.  She brought her credentials as an 

Elder in The United Methodist Church forward and surrendered them to Bishop Lee. 

There was a lengthy discussion about this matter.  A number of clergy members 

encouraged Glennon not to surrender her credentials, but rather to explore other options 

for continuing as a United Methodist clergyperson.  Glennon thanked her colleagues for 

their concern, but indicated that her decision to surrender her credentials was well 

thought out and was final. 

Because of Glennon’s action in publicly surrendering her credentials, Rice Myers 

referred the Clergy Session to Question 46b:  Who have had their conference 

membership terminated by withdrawal from the ordained ministerial office? He noted 

that, according to the Book of  Discipline, withdrawal must be approved by vote of the 

clergy session.  He moved that the Clergy Session honor Kaye Glennon’s request to 

withdraw and list her name under Question 46b.  After considerable discussion, the 

motion to honor Kaye Glennon’s request to withdraw and to list her name in Question 

46b was NOT APPROVED. 

Rice Myers then referred the Clergy Session back to Question 51: Who are granted 

sabbatical leave?  He moved that Kaye Glennon be granted Sabbatical Leave for the 

2011-2012 Conference Year.  The motion was approved. 

Rice Myers presented Question 52(a): Who have been granted incapacity leave since the 

last annual conference session? for information. He noted that Thomas Miller was 

granted incapacity leave effective June 1, 2011, due to a diagnosis of Stage 4 cancer.  He 

invited the conference to continue to keep Rev. Miller in prayer. 

Rice Myers presented Question 52(c): Who are granted incapacity leave at this session?, 

noting that Karen Ebert’s name is a new addition to the list this year.  Question 52(c) was 

approved. 

Bishop Lee invited the Clergy Session to take a brief break. 

Following the break, there was continued discussion of the matter of Kaye Glennon’s 

surrender of her credentials.  A motion was made that the clergy session adjourn until a 

later time.  Rice Myers noted that the clergy session needs to approve the retirements 

prior to the retirement recognition that is scheduled for Tuesday morning.  Bishop Lee 

suggested that we act upon the retirements, that we spend some time in conversation as 

the congregation of the clergy about the issue of Kaye Glennon’s surrender of her 

credentials, and that the rest of the business of the clergy session be postponed until a 

later time during this Annual Conference session.  A motion was made that we agree to 

this agenda.  The motion was approved. 

Rice Myers presented Question 53(a): What members in full connection have been 

retired? and Question 56(a): Who have been recognized as retired local pastors? 

The following persons have requested retirement at this session of the Annual 

Conference: 

Deacons: 

Barbara Ristow (effective 1/1/2011) 

Elders: 

David Farina 
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Alan George 

Donna Green 

Steven Groves 

Robert Hayes 

Brian Kundinger 

Paul Nulton 

Richard Prust (effective 7/1/2010) 

Local Pastors: 

Howard C. “Skip” Robertson – Effective 6/1/2011 

 

Rice Myers invited those who are retiring to come to the front of the room to be 

recognized.  The Clergy Session honored them for their service with a round of applause. 

Questions 53(a) and 56(a) were approved. 

Bishop Lee invited those who wished to do so to share their responses regarding Kaye 

Glennon’s action and her surrender of her credentials. 

A committee consisting of Ann Spindt Henschel, Steve Polster, and Richard Strait was 

appointed by Bishop Lee to contact Kaye Glennon and meet with her to discuss options if 

she desires to do so.  Glennon will be invited to bring a support person with her to the 

meeting. 

Bishop Lee closed the Clergy Session with a time of prayer.  The Clergy Session recessed 

at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, June 15, 2011, 8:00 A.M. 
The Clergy Session reconvened at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, June 15, 2011 in the 

Riverview South Ballroom of the Chula Vista Resort. 

Bishop Lee called the Clergy Session to order and offered an opening prayer. 

Kevin Rice Myers, Executive Secretary of the Board of Ordained Ministry, presented 

Question 76a: Who are approved for less than full-time service?  He noted that the letters 

“PE” should be added following the name of Jeffrey Meyer, to indicate that he is a 

Provisional Elder.  He also noted that approval of this question requires a two-thirds 

majority for those who have been approved for less than full time service for eight years 

or less, and a three-fourths majority for those approved for less than full time service for 

more than eight years. 

The clergy session voted on the list of those who have been appointed less than full time 

for eight years or less.  It was approved by the necessary two-thirds majority.  The clergy 

session then voted on the list of those who have been appointed less than full time for 

more than eight years.  It was approved by the necessary three-fourths majority. 

Rice Myers presented Question 80c: Those appointed to other valid ministries under the 

provisions of ¶344.1d.  It was approved by the necessary two-thirds majority. 
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He presented Questions 81, 82, 83 and 84 for information. 

Rice Myers noted that this concludes the presentation of the Report of the Board of 

Ordained Ministry. 

A motion was made to reconsider Question 46b: Who have had their conference 

membership terminated by withdrawal from the ordained ministerial office? The motion 

to reconsider Question 46b was approved. 

Following a report on efforts to contact Kaye Glennon to discuss this issue, there was 

again considerable discussion about whether to approve her withdrawal from the 

ordained ministerial office. 

A motion was made “to honor Kaye Glennon’s withdrawal from the ordained ministerial 

office, and to list her name under Question 46b, and to ensure that information is shared 

with Kaye Glennon regarding her rights under the Book of Discipline.”  The motion was 

approved.  Approval of this motion also supercedes the prior action of the clergy session 

granting Kaye Glennon sabbatical leave under Question 51. 

The Clergy Session asked the Conference Secretary/Executive Secretary of the Board of 

Ordained Ministry to include in the minutes of the clergy session an expression of the 

anguish and soul-searching that this issue has raised among the clergy of the Annual 

Conference. 

Bishop Lee thanked the members of the Clergy Session for their patience, their 

persistence, and their efforts to deal with the issues that the Clergy Session has faced this 

year in a faithful and compassionate manner. 

Rice Myers shared several announcements. 

Bishop Lee concluded the Clergy Session with a closing prayer and benediction. 

The Clergy Session adjourned at 9:05 a.m. 


